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COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTELS — ABUSE — EX GRATIA PAYMENTS SCHEME 

Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [9.04 am]: I rise to talk about the 
compensation scheme that allows former boarders at Western Australia’s country high school hostels to apply 
for ex gratia payments from the state government. Applications for payments close on 31 May. I remind the 
house that in September 2012 the Premier announced that the state government would establish an ex gratia 
payment scheme, with payments available to boarders who were abused at any hostel run by the Country High 
School Hostels Authority between 1960 and 2006. The scheme applies to hostels in 12 country towns—Albany, 
Bunbury, Carnarvon, Esperance, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Katanning, Merredin, Moora, Narrogin, Northam and 
Port Hedland. This scheme was established in response to the St Andrew’s Hostel special inquiry report, “St 
Andrew’s Hostel Katanning: How the system and society failed our children”. 

Former boarders who suffered abuse can apply for payments of up to $45 000. For many of these former 
boarders who are now contacting the Department for Communities to claim funds, it is not about the money. 
They have kept these secrets for years. They have told nobody about the abuse. They are now telling somebody 
in confidence and they are having their stories believed. The scheme closes on Friday, 31 May, so anyone out 
there who has suffered abuse, please contact the department now and let somebody know. This scheme offers 
applicants an opportunity to have the abuse they suffered acknowledged and provides an ex gratia payment to 
assist with the healing process. I encourage anyone who was subjected to any type of abuse at a country high 
school hostel to submit an application by Friday, 31 May. The department also has a telephone counselling 
service available to any former boarders who need counselling; the hotline number is 1800 227 792. 
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